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Friday, September 17, 2009 
 
 
Dear People of Grace, 
 
Emily and I could not be more thrilled that 
we will be calling Grace Church and 
Massapequa home.  Since our first visit 
this summer, our two-year-old son has 
taken to shouting ‘Massapequa’ anytime 
we mention it—he clearly knows a good 
thing when he sees it.  As your rector-elect, 
the first thing I want to say to you is: thank 
you.  Thank you for the hard work of the search committee; thank you for the hard work 
of the vestry; and thank you to the parish and day school for the exciting ministry that 
you provide to the people of Massapequa. 
 
I am humbled by the knowledge that in the nearly 170 years of the life of Grace, I have 
only six predecessors!  Clearly a great legacy of this parish has been the life-giving 
mutual ministry of clergy and lay people.  It is truly an honor to be called as the rector of 
your parish. 
 
The current Bishop of Chicago has an informal motto for the diocese and as the rector 
of Grace Church I would like to bring this motto with me: 
 

“Grow the Church, Form the Faithful, Change the World.” 
 

Let this be a model for our life together as Christians in Massapequa; our marching 
orders as we work in the Kingdom of God.  Though they are simple, these three axioms 
will give us plenty of work to do in the months and years ahead of us.  And though there 
is much hard work ahead of us, there is also great joy waiting for us.  Exciting things are 
happening at Grace and only God knows the wonderful things that lay in our journey 
ahead. 
 
With God’s love and grace our time together will bear much fruit as we work to welcome 
newcomers, broaden our faith and reach out to the wider community in order to Grow 
the Church, Form the Faithful, and Change the World! 
 
Faithfully yours in Christ, 
 
 
(The Rev.) Josh Walters 
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GRACE DAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Dear Members of Grace:  
 

It was indeed my pleasure and privilege to 
represent Grace Day School at the recent 
Consecration of our new Bishop 
Provenzano. I was thrilled to participate in 
the ceremony and procession along with 
two outstanding GDS students, Stephen 
and Chris.  Likewise, I was so happy for 
the boys and our church and school, when 
they were selected to bring up the offertory 
food-basket gifts during the service. 
 
It was a further honor and privilege this 
past year to participate on the Grace 
Church “Rector Search Committee” that 
was successful in helping to facilitate the 
calling of our wonderful new spiritual 
leader, Rev. Josh Walters. I know that 
everyone in the Grace Church and school 
community will come to value his 
leadership contributions and will embrace 
his beautiful family. 
 
Our school year is off to a fine start thanks 
to the efforts of our faculty and staff, Board 
of Trustees, parents, and members of our 
Parent’s Association. We all look forward 
to a strong and positive collaboration in the 
weeks and months ahead. 
 
I wish all parishioners at Grace a blessed 
autumnal season and upcoming 
Advent…an Advent that will be especially 
sacred as we pray with and for Rev. 
Walters and Bishop Provenzano and their 
shepherding endeavors. 
 
With warm wishes, 
 
Laurance E. Anderson 
Head of School 
 
 
 

MEET YOUR NEW RECTOR 
 

The Rev. Joshua D. 
Walters will begin his 
ministry as the 7th 
rector of Grace Church 
in November of 2009.  
An Indiana native, 

Josh grew up on a farm that has been in 
his family since the 1850’s and completed 
undergraduate studies at Indiana 
University-Bloomington, majoring in history 
with a minor in English literature.  It was 
during his time at Indiana University that 
Josh was received into the Episcopal 
Church from the Presbyterian Church and 
began to discern his call to the ordained 
ministry. 
 
Josh is a 2006 graduate of the General 
Theological Seminary in New York City 
where he served for two years as the 
seminarian at Grace Church, Brooklyn 
Heights.  He was ordained to the 
priesthood in January 2007 by the Rt. Rev. 
Catherine Waynick, Bishop of the Diocese 
of Indianapolis.  Following graduation from 
General Seminary, Josh served as curate 
and then as associate rector of Christ 
Church in Winnetka, Illinois in the Diocese 
of Chicago.  His passions in ministry lie in 
teaching, preaching, visiting with 
parishioners of all ages and welcoming 
newcomers. 
 
Josh and Emily were married in 2003 and 
are the proud parents of James (2) and 
Eleanor (3 weeks).  Josh’s hobbies include 
hiking; walking their beloved beagle-mutt, 
Murphy; swimming; reading at the beach; 
cooking; and relaxing with family and 
friends.  Both he and Emily have high 
hopes of eventually planting a vegetable 
garden in the backyard of their new home. 
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OUTREACH NEWS 
�

OUTREACH  –�Thank you 
for all your school supply 
donations. All supplies were 
delivered to “Hope for Youth” in 

Amityville. I look forward to working with 
them in the future. Outreach for October 
and November will be the Thanksgiving 
Baskets. Sign up will be in the back of the 
Church. 

 
 
Don’t forget St. Rose pantry. 
The pantry is open for its 
regular food supply – canned 

goods, cereals, paper goods, soaps and 
laundry detergents.  The food supplies can 
be dropped in the wicker basket in the 
Narthex. 

 

THRIFT SHOP 
 
After the “Grace-Full” 
Harvest Fair on Saturday, 
September 26th, the Thrift 
Shop will be getting ready for 

it’s opening on Tuesday, October 6th.  We 
will continue to receive donations on 
Tuesday, September 29th, and Saturday, 
October 3rd, from 11am-2pm.  Our season 
opening is on Tuesday, October 6th, and 
will start our regular business hours of 
11am-3pm.  We will be open every 
Tuesday and Saturday from 11am-3pm 
through the business year. 
 
Please keep your donations coming during 
the year at our regular business hours.  We 
accept your donations of pots, pans, bric-a-
brac and small furniture.  We do ask that 
all clothing be clean and in saleable 
condition. 

 
The Thrift Shop Staff 

“ QUILTERS OF GRACE”  
 
The “Quilters of Grace” will 
be meeting on October 1st 
and 15th and November 5th 
and 19th.  We will be 

meeting twice each day at 1-3pm and 7-
9pm starting October 1st.  We will meet at 
the home of Marie Jackson. If you have 
any questions, need directions or would 
like to join the group, please call her at 
516-799-7984. 
 
 
 

The deadline for 
the November newsletter is October 16th.  I 
will accept articles up to October 23rd.  
Anything received after October 23rd will 
not be printed in the November newsletter. 
 
 

USHERS 
  
Ushers, for this year, are up and 
running well.    A few of the 
ushers have agreed to take over 
the bagel hour.   If we have any 
other ushers willing to do this 
after the 8 AM service, it would 

make the schedule less stressful.   Many 
hands make for light work.   Would you 
please email me at 
Richard.csajko@gmail.com with your 
response (positive or negative).  This way 
we will have all the email addresses 
available. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Richard Csajko 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

We are off and running at 
Sunday School this year.  
We had 49 children register 
for our program this year.  If 
you missed it, you are still 
more than welcome.  Please 

join us.  We are planning an exciting year. 
 
There will be some changes this year.  We 
hope you like them.  If you have any 
questions or suggestions, we are always 
happy to discuss them.  Our main goal is to 
teach your children; however, a very 
important secondary goal is to make them 
excited about coming to spend time with 
us. 
 
We have changed our curriculum this year.  
The teachers are very excited about it.  
Again, if you have any feedback, please let 
us know. 
 
We are also going to be doing craft 
Sundays.  We will all meet once a month 
(only if we have four Sundays of classes 
that month) in the gym.  We will have a 
lesson and do a craft.  Our first one will be 
on October 25th.  It will center on All Saints’ 
Day. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you. 
 
Lisa Dugan 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
  

The Youth Group had its first 
meeting on September 20th. We 
have begun to plan our year. 
This year the group is opened 
up to 6th – 12th grades. We still 

are meeting 2 times a month once in the 
evening and once in the afternoon. 

Our October meetings are as follows: On 
October 4th, we will be meeting in the 
Parish Hall at 6:30 pm. We will be 
discussing the year further and playing 
some games. Snacks will be served. Our 
second meeting will be a pumpkin-picking 
trip. We will meet at the Church in the 
afternoon and ride together to the pumpkin 
farm. More information will be given at the 
October 4th meeting.  
      
Again the Youth Group is open to all young 
people in grades 6 - 12. If you have any 
questions, please call Laurie McNally 
@516-457-4715 or Stephanie Ness @ 
631-433-0825. 
  
 

Learning to spell 
 
A kindergartner was practicing his spelling 
with magnetic letters on the refrigerator: 
“cat,” “dog,” “dad” and “mom; had been 
proudly displayed for all to see.  One 
morning while getting ready for the day, the 
boy bounded into the room with his arms 
outstretched.  In his hands were three 
magnetic letters: G-O-D.  “Look what I 
spelled, Mom!” he exclaimed, a proud 
smile on his face 
 
“That’s wonderful!” his mother said.  “Now 
go put them on the fridge so Dad can see 
when he gets home tonight.”  That 
Christian education is certainly having an 
impact, the mother thought, happily. 
 
Just then, a little voice called from the 
kitchen.  “Mom? How do you spell ‘zilla’?” 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH  
 

If you do what you fear, you won’t fear what 
you do.” 

-Gordon Morton, cofounder of XanGo juice company 



 5

TALENT DOLLAR UPDATE 
 
I hope everyone had a 
healthy and peaceful 
summer.   Now that we 
are all back from our 

vacations, please do not forget our Talent 
Dollar projects. 
 
To date, I have distributed 25 “Talent 
Dollars.”  So far, I have received back 
$40.00 profit.  Please keep these generous 
profits coming.  All outstanding project 
money is due to me by December 31, 
2009. 
 
Please support each other’s Talent Dollars 
projects.   All money received by 
December 31st will be used to support such 
charities as St. Jude’s Ranch for Children, 
St. Mary’s Hospital for Children, UNICEF 
and/or other outreach programs. The more 
profits returned; the more outreach can be 
done.  
 
Monetary donations are also accepted if 
you do not want to do a project. If you have 
not received your dollar and would still like 
to do a project, please call me. Thank you 
for your anticipated support. 
 
Kathy Roll, Chair 
516.221.2669 
 
 

UTO INGATHERING 
 

The Fall Ingathering for the 
United Thank Offering will be 
held on Sunday, October 18th. 
That morning we can bring our 
offerings to the altar, 

representing our thanks to God for all the 
blessings in our lives.  

At Grace Church this year, we have so 
much for which to be thankful. We have 

just had our most glorious and successful 
Harvest Fair ever. The Fair is the result of 
months of hard work and dedication by so 
many of the members of our parish. It is 
not only a financial success, but a 
wonderful demonstration to the community 
of what a vital church and school we have.  

We now await the arrival of our new rector, 
Father Joshua Walters, and his lovely 
young family. We can look forward to the 
beginning of a wonderful future for our 
parish, and give thanks to God for this new 
opportunity to do God’s work in our church, 
school and community. 

For these, and our many other blessings, 
we have been putting coins of thanks into 
our UTO Blue Boxes all year. The offerings 
from our church will be brought to the 
Cathedral on Thursday, October 22nd, to 
join with those from churches all over Long 
Island.  The service begins at 10am in the 
Cathedral and is followed by a luncheon at 
Cathedral House.  Every coin from our 
Blue Boxes will be given out in grants to 
those in need, enabling people to spread 
God’s word throughout the world.   

Ellen Ritter, UTO Chairperson 

 
 
Dear friends at Grace Church, 

 
I can never express my 
thanks and appreciation for 
all you have done.  I have 
been overwhelmed with your 

prayers and well wishes. 
 
Thanks for the many gifts, cards, phone 
calls and visits.  Hopefully, when you read 
this, I will be worshipping with you again. 
 
Pat Leonard 
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October Birthdays 
 
Jeanette Roberts, Marissa 
Carozza, Deborah Turner, 

Dianna Locher, Hal Leonard, Brigid Olson, 
Ann Nosworthy, Wendy Davis, Samantha 
Atchison, Victoria Atchison, Tim Lozier, 
Peggy Giacofei, Virginia O’Hara, Christian 
Kachadourian, Grayce Godfrey, Carol 
Brennan, Kathy Schmidt, Shannon Mary 
Dugan, Jack Neubauer, Katherine 
Brennan, Joseph Havjar, Glen Koski, 
Daniel Dugan, Delores DePaolis-Parker 
and Kayleigh Carlin 

 
James and Barbara Picken, Chris and 
Delores Parker, Marc and Doris Simonetti, 
Frederic and Sandra Wertz, Richard and 
Debra Csajko, Gene and Lovey Bryson, 
Bud and Pat Adams, Ed and Dorothy 
Hanley, Derrick and Alison DePaolis,  
Anthony and Lorraine Bruncato, Charles 
and Laurie McNally, Gerald and Carol 
Tufano and Mark and Laura Elliott 
  
 

Craft/Needlework Table 
 

I would like to thank everyone 
who made so many beautiful 
items for the table. Thank you 
so much.  I would also like to 

thank the many people that helped me set 
up and "man" the table. It really is true that 
"many hands make light work." 
 
You were greatly appreciated. I couldn't 
have done it without you. Thank you all.  
 
Sandy Wertz 
 
 

 
 
Jack Bernard 
 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday, October 12, Columbus Day  – 
Office is closed 
Monday, October 12 and Tuesday, 
October 13 – Grace Day School Closed 
Saturday, October 17  – Historical Society 
Apple Festival at Old Grace Church (rain 
Sunday, October 18th) 
Sunday, October 18  – UTO Ingathering at 
8am and 10:30am Services 
Thursday, October 22  – UTO Ingathering 
Service at the Cathedral at 10am followed 
by a luncheon at Cathedral House 
Monday, October 26  – GDS Golf Outing 
at Oyster Bay Golf Course with tee time at 
11am 

Sunday, November 1, All 
Saints’ Day  – Daylight Savings 
Time ends.  Turn clocks back 1 
hour before retiring. 
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�
MISSION STATEMENT 

�
God calls us, Grace Episcopal Church, Massapequa, to be a welcoming home for Christian 
families, individuals, and youth who seek spiritual enrichment and comfort.  Within our 
beloved Episcopal and Anglican traditions, we pursue our mission through worship to the 
glory of God, prayer and education within the Christian environment.  We seek to serve the 
Lord, and our wider community, through our loving witness of hospitality, healing, 
stewardship and services. 
 
Grace Day School is an independent Episcopal day school whose mission is to encourage 
and support in young leaders the development of roots to stand and wings to soar through a 
learning environment that is strongly embracing of Judeo/Christian scriptural values. 
 

Staff  
The Rev. Debra L. Low-Skinner, Celebrant 

  Richard Whitten, Minister of Music 
  Laurance E. Anderson, Head of School   

  Robert Gerhard, Business Manager 
  Denise Gifford, Office Manager  

 . Diane Winkler, Office Assistant * Kevin Sweeney, Facilities Manager 
 

Office Telephone: 516-798-1122 
Office FAX: 516-799-0711 
 

Web Sites: www.gracedayschool.org 
                  www.GraceChurchMassapequa.org

 
VESTRY 

Wardens- Renee Erny and Ron Staib 
Clerk- Camille Olson and Treasurer- Nancy Mazzeo 

 
2010 2011          2012 

 
    Ruth Robson 
   Charisse Isip 
   Laurie McNally 
   

 
  John Neubauer 
  Ann Nosworthy 
  Barbara Picken 
 

 
TBA 
Richard Csajko 
Richard Olson 

 
COMMUNITY: Episcopal Church Women-Kimberly Enderley * Thrift Shop-Ruth Robson and Ruth 
Moriarty * Youth Program-Laurie McNally * Greeters-Lovey Bryson * Newsletter-Barbara Coleman * 
Cemetery- * Finance –Renee Erny * Acolytes-Renee Erny * Altar Guild – Lori Caracappa and Barbara 
Picken* Sunday School- Lisa Dugan* Ushers-Richard Csajko * Outreach-Laurie McNally 
 
 

GRACE DAY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
  Pat Weber, Chair 

Laurance E. Anderson, Donna Banek, Pat D’Amico, Jeffrey Catterson, Joseph Crema, Elena 
Dulik, David Hartung, Michelle Minelli, Andrew Russell, Barbara Staib, Erin Sweeney  

 
          


