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Dear Friends,  
 
Grace and peace to you from 
God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 
Happy New Year!  A new 

decade is upon us and I hope the New Year has 
treated you well thus far.     
 
As I write this, we are only one week away 
from Christmas and I’m sure many of you 
spent that last week busy as bees, finishing 
holiday preparations.  But as we joyously 
anticipate Christmas and the start of the New 
Year, it is important to recognize that this time 
of year can be bittersweet as well.  For many of 
us, we remember friends and loved ones that 
we’ve lost, or we reflect on personal losses of 
the past year.  We are forever living in both the 
past and the future.  So much time is spent 
celebrating and remembering the past and 
looking forward to the future, it would almost 
seem that we never live in the here and now.   
Perhaps that is what the present is; simply the 
time where we live with both past and future.   
 
Even our Lord, Jesus Christ lived in both past 
and future, as his resurrected body bore the 
signs of his crucifixion.  And even as a baby 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, he brought 
together both the past and the future as he 
fulfilled the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
knowing where his life would take him.    
 
We have a call in our mission and ministry to 
always give thanks to our forbearers and to 
derive inspiration from their ministries as we 
chart the uncharted waters of the journey before 
us.   
 
The ancient Romans had an interesting concept 
of living in the transition between past and 
future.   Janus—the two-headed god of 
doorways, gates and beginnings and endings—
embodied this idea.  Janus’ job was to bless his 
followers as they came and went.  It is from 
this Roman god that we get the name of the 
first month of our calendar: January.   

 
Here in our parish this January 2010 we will be 
celebrating beginnings and endings.  Not only 
are we celebrating the new chapter of this 
parish and my new ministry, but will be 
looking forward to a new decade in our 
millennium.   
 
On Saturday, January 9th, we will be 
celebrating the past with the memorial for Fr. 
Jobson. The gifts he brought to this parish in 
his 23 years of service have given us a 
remarkable spiritual legacy that will carry us 
forward.   
 
On Sunday, January 24th, we will have our 
Annual Meeting for our parish, where we will 
recall the events of 2009 as we move forward 
to begin the journey of 2010.   
 
From weekly Sunday services to weekly chapel 
services of our Day School; from baptisms to 
confirmations to weddings and to burials; we 
will live in the Holy Spirit to take us through 
this year with all the beginnings and endings 
that will bless our comings and goings.  While 
we celebrate our past and hope for our future, 
we will continue to move forward into a future 
of Grace.   
 
Lest you think that the pagans had ‘dibs’ on the 
concept of blessing beginnings and endings, 
remember that we as Christians live with a 
similar notion of faith when we proclaim Jesus 
Christ as the first and the last, the Alpha and 
the Omega.  Jesus of Nazareth, that baby in the 
manger who would take the whole world into 
his arms of love, is our blessed doorway, our 
God of beginnings and endings who told his 
disciples that he would be with them even to 
the end.   
 
I wish you a safe, happy and blessed New Year.   
 
Faithfully yours in Christ,  
 
Josh+ 
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GRACE DAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 
 

 
Dear Members of Grace: 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
On behalf of everyone affiliated with Grace Day School, I extend my very wishes for a 
healthy and prosperous 2010! We hope you enjoyed the holiday season and are looking 
forward to a highly successful New Year. 
 
January will prove to be a very exciting month in our school term as we prepare to 
launch our wonderful new after-school initiative entitled “g4U” (Grace for You ). There 
will be a myriad of classes and courses offered to our K-8 students starting in just a few 
weeks at the conclusion of each school day. A sampling of our upcoming offerings 
include: 
 

�� iLife @ Grace (computer/technology enrichment) 
�� Chess Club 
�� Writing Workshop 
�� Book Club 
�� Storyworld 
�� Dancemania 
�� Careermapping (an introduction to various jobs/occupations) 
�� Muralissimo (art enrichment) 
�� Math Club 
�� Artistic Photography 
�� Law Mentoring (an overview as to our judicial system) 
�� Etc. 
 

 
These programs will complement many of our ongoing, year-round activities including 
Kids Care, Band, athletic teams, and other workshops. 
 
I invite members of Grace Church to stop in and visit “g4U” programs if your schedule 
permits. Also, you may wish to teach a class at some point in the future, since many of 
our parishioners have a wide array of special hobbies, talents, and 
vocations/avocations. If you have an interest in establishing a course, please get in 
touch with our program moderator, Mrs. Diane Bates, via the school website. 
 
With warm wishes, 
 
Laurance E. Anderson 
Head of School 
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 
On Sunday, January 
24th, we will meet as a 
parish for our Annual 
Meeting. On that 
Sunday, we will have 

one service at 9:30AM.  Following a brief 
break at the end of the service, we will 
remain in the Church’s Nave where our 
meeting will quickly commence.  The good 
news is that after our meeting we will head 
to the Parish Hall for a lovely parish dinner 
to celebrate our new year together.      
 
All are welcome to attend.  Full reports are 
provided to the attendees regarding the 
actions and financial status of the parish.  
Qualifications for voting: must be 18 years 
old, received Communion here 3 times, 
supported the parish financially, and 
membership at least since the last 
meeting.   
 
The Parish will vote during the meeting to 
elect one Warden, three Vestrypersons for 
a full three-year term and one 
Vestryperson to fill an un-expired term of 
two years. 
  
If you intend to run for Vestry or Warden, 
please make your intentions known to the 
Nominating Committee who are Ron Staib, 
Jack Neubauer, Barbara Picken and Anne 
Nosworthy.  Nominations will be accepted 
from the floor during the meeting. 
 
NOTE: If parents indicate it is desired, 
childcare will be available. 
 
 
Keep doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, and the God of peace will be with 
you. 
   Philippians 4:9 

��������	
���	
	

We will be collecting Christmas card fronts 
for  “Down Home Ranch” in Texas, so 
please collect your card fronts. If you would 
like to check out their website, it is 
www.downhomeranch.org. 
 

 
Don’t forget St. Rose pantry. 
The pantry is open for its 
regular food supply – canned 
goods, cereals, paper goods, 

soaps and laundry detergents.  The food 
supplies can be dropped in the wicker 
basket in the Narthex. 

 

THRIFT SHOP 
 
The Thrift Shop will be open 
for business on Tuesday and 
Saturday from 11am to 3pm.  
After our Christmas and New 

Year’s break, we plan to re-open on 
January 12th and will be starting our bag 
sales.  Watch for all the dates in the 
Sunday bulletin. 
 
Please keep your donations coming during 
the year at our regular business hours.  We 
accept your donations of pots, pans, bric-a-
brac and small furniture.  We do ask that 
all clothing be clean and in saleable 
condition. 

 
The Thrift Shop Staff 

 
 

The deadline for 
the February newsletter is January 15th.  I 
will accept articles up to January 22nd.  
Anything received after January 22nd will 
not be printed in the February newsletter. 
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STEWARDSHIP CONTINUES 
AT GRACE 

 
The Stewardship Champaign for 
2010 was kicked off in November 
with presentations at the Sunday 
services.  In late November, 
everyone should have received 
his or her pledge card in the mail. 

 
Over the past three Sundays, these cards 
have been collected during the services.  
To date, we have received pledge cards 
from 59 families who have pledged $91, 
442.00.  These families can pick up their 
Offering Envelopes in the Narthex after 
December 27th.  If you have not received a 
pledge card, there will be extras on the 
table as well.  And for those families, who 
have not yet turned in your pledge card, 
there will be a sealed box on the table – 
your Offering Envelopes will be available 
the following week. 
 
We are off to a good start but still have a 
ways to go towards a balanced budget.�
 

 
On January 9th, 2010 a 
Memorial Service will be 
held for our former Rector 
the Reverend Cannon John 

X. Jobson, who became Rector of our 
Church in 1974 and served Grace Church 
for over twenty years.  Fr. Jobson had 
seen many changes during his tenure as 
Rector; the sale of Old Grace Church to 
the Historical Society, the installation of the 
windows from the old church on the altar of 
our church, the installation of the cross 
from the old church to hang in the 
sanctuary of Grace, the reinforcement of 
the skylight, the expansion of the day 
school to include 7th and 8th grades, and 
many more innovative ideas. 
  

Joining with us for the Memorial Service 
will be our Bishop Provenzano, the new 
Bishop of Long Island, and other clergy 
from throughout the diocese. 
  
A reception will follow after the service in 
the parish hall. 
 
 

Dear Parish Family,  
 
Thank you very much for a 
wonderful celebration of our 
First Sunday with you.  There is 

so much to be thankful for: the outstanding 
food at the brunch, the copious amounts of 
dry goods for the ‘pounding’, the gift to 
stock the refrigerator and the gift cards to 
help fill in our new home.  For all of these 
many things, we say thank you!   
 
Moving is never easy (certainly not cross-
country moves with two very young 
children); yet the outpouring of hospitality 
and love has helped to make our new 
home and Church family truly ours.  With 
hopeful hearts you have welcomed us to 
Massapequa and with grateful hearts we 
are truly starting to feel like home.   
 
May God bless you as he has so 
abundantly blessed this Church.   
 
With love and great thanksgiving,  
 
The Walters Family   
 

“QUILTERS OF GRACE” 
 
The Quilters of Grace will be 
meeting on January 7th and 
21st.  The meetings for the rest 
of the year are February 4th 

and 18th, March 4th and 18th, April 1st and 15th, 
May 6th and 20th and June 3rd and 17th.  If you 
have any questions, please call Marie Jackson 
at 516-799-7984. 
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ECW NEWS 
 

The annual Epiphany 
Dinner will be held on 
Wednesday, January 6th, 
at 6:30pm at Lori 
Caracappa's home.  
Check out the sign-up 

sheet in the Narthex and share your 
special dish for the evening.  Remember to 
bring a wrapped gift for our famous "So 
Sorry" game.  Lori's address is 1089 
McDonald Avenue, Wantagh.  Please 
contact an ECW board member for 
directions or a ride.   
 
The new slate for officers for the next two 
years are as follows: 
    Kim Enderley and Ellen Ritter - Co-    
    Presidents 
    Barbara Staib- Vice President 
    Lori Caracappa - Treasurer 
    Debi Csajko - Recording Secretary 
    Kathy Roll - Corresponding Secretary 
    Ellen Ryan - Publicity 
 
There will be an ECW board meeting on 
Wednesday, January 13th, at 7:30pm in the 
Parish Hall to discuss the upcoming year 
and meet with Father Walters.  
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Hello all - 
  
The holidays are upon us.  
The children are so excited 

for Christmas to be here.  It has been a 
wonderful month.   
  
It started with our Adopt-a-Family.  Many 
children helped, and many were with Miss 
Annette doing crafts.  There were smiles all 
around.  We got to share our smiles when 
the youth group invited us to go Christmas 

caroling at the nursing home.  One nurse 
told us that we made someone smile who 
never ever smiles.  It made the trip 
worthwhile. 
  
Craft Sunday was so much fun.  Miss 
Annette taught us all about what the 
different symbols of Christmas represent.  I 
think that all of us learned something that 
day.  The kids then loaded up on sweets 
while decorating their gingerbread men.  It 
was so much fun. 
  
Our Christmas pageant has been 
postponed due to our winter storm. It will 
now be held on Epiphany Sunday, 
January 3rd, at the 9:30 service.  Children 
should be there early that morning for 
practice. 
  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from all of us at Sunday School. 
 
 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

 
Sage Creamer, Norma Gallagher, Carol 
Pluschau, Donna LaSala, James Csajko, 
Dallas Creamer, Michael Rodriquez,  
Laura Neubauer, Anne Sheskier, Richard 
DesRault, Richard Picard, Eileen 
Cummins, Charles McNally, Emily Walters, 
Aidan Banahan, Arlo Elliott, Nicholas Rea, 
Bill Coleman, Denelle LeGoff, Joe 
Rodriquez, Laurie McNally, Fred Wertz, 
Gillian Gail,�Nicole Caracappa, Dorothy 
Roth, Teresa Greenberg and Matthew 
Bellairs 

 
 

JANUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES  

 
Frederick and Ann-Marie Hurd and Paul 
and Peggy Giacofei 
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ADULT FORUM NEWS 
 

The Adult Forum met 
on only one Sunday in 
December, partly due 

to other activities such as the Gift 
Wrapping party and one very large 
snowstorm. We had a good session on 
December 6th discussing Nicholas of Myra 
and some of the stories that were 
associated with him in ancient times, one 
of which was the tradition of giving a gold 
coin to the poor. In northern European 
countries, gift are still exchanged on this 
day, and the practice may be the precursor 
of exchanging gifts on Christmas Day.  

We warmly welcomed Father Josh to the 
Forum.  

The Forum will be meeting on the 2nd, 3rd 
and 5th Sundays in January, and we will 
start out discussing how the Epiphany is 
celebrated in our tradition, as well as in 
other cultures. 

Please join us whenever you can. 

Bill Brennan 

�

ALTAR GUILD NEWS 

 
Thank you, Ladies!! You 
are all amazing. 
  
The church looked 

absolutely beautiful! In addition to 
your own baking, shopping, wrapping, 
decorating, cooking and entertaining, you 
all found the time to clean the church, 
polish the silver, launder robes, decorate 

the church and cover the set-up and clean-
up of the services.    
  
In addition to all of Altar Guild ladies, we 
were fortunate to have the help of Nancy 
Mazzeo, Kathy Roll, John Caracappa, Jim 
Picken, and Ron Staib. We also have had 
the help of our "altar guild ladies in 
training" - Erin Ryan, Katie and Julie 
Crawford.   
  
We wish to thank Paula Cicogna for 
painting our Parish Christmas Card and 
continuing our tradition. The card was 
beautiful.  Thank you to Dick Olson for 
supervising the hanging of all Christmas 
Cards from years past. 
  
Once again, thank you one and all for your 
help. May God bless you and all whom you 
hold dear in the coming year. 
  
Lori Caracappa and Barbara Picken 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Friday, January 1 st , New Year’s Day  – 
Grace Day School and Office Closed 
Sunday, January 3 rd – One service at 
9:30am with Holy Eucharist and Sunday 
School Pageant 
Saturday, January 9 th – 10am Memorial 
Service for Father Jobson 
Monday, January 18 th, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day  – Grace Day School and 
Office Closed 
Friday, January 22 nd – 6:30pm Grace Day 
School Winter Dinner/Dance at Chateau La 
Mer 
Sunday, January 24 th – Grace Episcopal 
Church Annual Meeting following the Holy 
Eucharist at 9:30am.  There will be a 
parish dinner in the Parish Hall following 
the Annual Meeting. 
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�
MISSION STATEMENT 

�
God calls us, Grace Episcopal Church, Massapequa, to be a welcoming home for Christian 
families, individuals, and youth who seek spiritual enrichment and comfort.  Within our 
beloved Episcopal and Anglican traditions, we pursue our mission through worship to the 
glory of God, prayer and education within the Christian environment.  We seek to serve the 
Lord, and our wider community, through our loving witness of hospitality, healing, 
stewardship and services. 
 
Grace Day School is an independent Episcopal day school whose mission is to encourage 
and support in young leaders the development of roots to stand and wings to soar through a 
learning environment that is strongly embracing of Judeo/Christian scriptural values. 
 

Staff  
The Rev. Joshua D. Walters, Rector  
  Richard Whitten, Minister of Music 

  Laurance E. Anderson, Head of School   
  Robert Gerhard, Business Manager 

  Denise Gifford, Office Manager  
 . Diane Winkler, Office Assistant * Kevin Sweeney, Facilities Manager 

 
 

Office Telephone: 516-798-1122 
Office FAX: 516-799-0711 
 

Web Sites: www.gracedayschool.org 
                  www.GraceChurchMassapequa.org

 
VESTRY 

Wardens- Renee Erny and Ron Staib 
Clerk- Camille Olson and Treasurer- Nancy Mazzeo 

 
2010 2011          2012 

 
    Ruth Robson 
   Charisse Isip 
   Laurie McNally 
   

 
  John Neubauer 
  Ann Nosworthy 
  Barbara Picken 
 

 
Kenneth Cynar 
Richard Csajko 
Richard Olson 

 
COMMUNITY: Episcopal Church Women-Kimberly Enderley * Thrift Shop-Ruth Robson and Ruth 
Moriarty * Youth Program-Laurie McNally * Greeters-Lovey Bryson * Newsletter-Barbara Coleman * 
Cemetery- * Finance –Renee Erny * Acolytes-Renee Erny * Altar Guild – Lori Caracappa and Barbara 
Picken* Sunday School- Lisa Dugan* Ushers-Richard Csajko * Outreach-Charisse Isip 
 
 

GRACE DAY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
  Pat Weber, Chair 

Laurance E. Anderson, Donna Banek, Pat D’Amico, Jeffrey Catterson, Joseph Crema, 
Elena Dulik, David Hartung, Michelle Minelli, Andrew Russell, Barbara Staib, Erin 
Sweeney, The Rev. Joshua D. Walters  


