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Let us pray:  
 
Grant, O Lord, that your Holy Spirit may preside over us now in all our concerns and deliberations for 
the welfare of this parish. We thank you for all the blessings of the past year, for those who have been 
joined to us and to the Church Universal in their baptism into the Faith of Jesus Christ: Thomas 
Michael Neubauer, Dylan Adams Patton, Charles George Ewald, Tyler Jack Dulberg, Alexander 
Joseph Pagano, Emily Diane Goodwin, Megan Georgia Goodwin, Isabella Grace Matos, Grace 
Margaret Murphy, Rylee Lynn Singaram; for the blessing of the marriages of Matthew Csajko to Elise 
Schmitt and Thomas Csajko to Shaylin Sowers and we pray that we may go together from strength to 
strength in the year before us. Help us all to dedicate ourselves to you, and to be ready to make 
sacrifice of time, talent, and treasure for the extension of your kingdom. Guide us, we beseech you, in 
the choice of our Warden, and members of the Vestry, and may they discharge their duties faithfully. 
We praise you for those your servants who labored and worshiped here before us and for those who 
have departed this life since we last met together, especially: Walter Dibbins, Robert Goelz, Sr., 
Estelle DeRonde, Jean Zimmerman, Elizabeth Middendorff, Ruby Bell, Muriel Meyer, Thomas Smith, 
Barbara Ellis, Jane Henson, Susan Hoerauf, Margaret “Pat” Zeuthan, Nancy Elliott, and Robert Goelz, 
Jr.  Grant to them eternal rest, O Lord, and let your light perpetual shine upon them; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 
 
 
Almost to the day, I stood here at this lectern addressing you at our first annual meeting together.  
Then only the rector-elect, it is now official—thanks to the prayers of Bishop Provenzano as well as 
the very official looking document that hangs in my office.  The deal is done, it’s all official, and the 
work has started.   
 
If last year’s address was about your opportunity to get to know me a little better (I had been with you 
only two months), this year’s address to you is about numbers; this holy numbers game in which we 
are living and thriving in as a community of faith.  Some of those numbers are wonderfully heart-
warming and some are, if not troubling, most certainly challenging.   
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The numbers game.   
 
Since our last annual meeting, for the calendar year of 2010, our numbers have been up.  In 2009 the 
average Sunday attendance was just barely 100 people between our two services at 8:00am and 
10:30am.  In 2010 that number has increased significantly to 126 as the average Sunday attendance 
for the whole year; with 136 as the average for the program year.  Even more exciting than those 
numbers, is the fact that since September 2010, with the start of the current program year, our 
average Sunday attendance has been steady at 152 between our two services!  Thanks be to God!   
 
In the past week on three different occasions I’ve been asked: to what do I attribute this growth?  
What have I done?  To be honest, I don’t rightly know.  I’ve been doing my job to the best of my 
ability.  I know your names, or am learning them, I call when you are sick, listen to your stories and 
take delight in hearing about your lives.  But it’s not just I and folks wanting to meet the new, young 
minister.  You all have had a vital hand in the wonderful growth taking place.  Did you know that the 
average Episcopalian invites someone to church every 25 years?  Well, maybe you are cashing in on 
your 25-year voucher!  Thank you for your gracious hospitality that you show to the newest among us.  
Barely a week goes by in which there isn’t a new or long time returning face worshiping with us.  
There must be something worth sharing or else folks wouldn’t keep coming back.  Isn’t it GOOD to be 
part of something growing?   
 
In the past year, our worship services and offerings have expanded.  Not only with the Sunday 
offering of two services, the weekly chapel service for the Day School—to which I encourage each of 
you to attend sometime, you’ll even get to see honest-to-goodness Morning Prayer being prayed—but 
we have also resumed the time-honored tradition of a mid-week Communion service in our Chapel—
even using the eastern-facing altar.  But it’s not just the weekly offerings.  Our services during Holy 
Week have expanded with a service available on every day of that sacred week of the church year.  
The liturgies of the three Holy Days—the Triduum—of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great 
Vigil of Easter have expanded and have been tweaked, not only to adapt to the preferences of your 
new Protestant rector, but also in expanding the liturgical offerings to reflect the great breadth of ways 
we can worship in our great Anglican tradition.  And then there are the steady offerings of baptisms for 
all those new babies.  Our worship life couldn’t be more robust.   
 
For all the expansion taking place in our worship life, I would be remiss if I failed to mention the 
additional assistance of our new/returning deacon, Betty Belasco.  Through her ministerial offerings 
we have been able to provide a weekly Bible study on Thursday mornings, as well as enhancing the 
pastoral care that the clergy of this parish are able to provide.  I am grateful for her many years of 
knowledge not only of this particular parish, but of our diocese.  I am even more grateful that she also 
places a premium on pastoral care.  Betty is not content to merely do church on a Sunday morning, 
but wishes to be an active minister for Grace.  I am grateful for her devotion and service on our behalf.    
 
In the realm of Christian Education for our children and youth, we are growing.  I am enormously 
thankful that the transition in the Sunday School structure and change in room assignments, as well 
as the change in our Sunday service schedule has yielded positive results.  Our program remains 
vibrant and the numbers of parents and children in the pews for Communion are on the rise.  As a 
rector, I have been delighted to speak to children on Sunday mornings during the Children’s sermons, 
which instills in them the knowledge that this church is as much for them as it is for the more senior 
members of our parish.  One special transition in our ministry to the children and youth has been the 
implementation of a junior youth group, a pre-youth group—and I encourage you to learn more about 
that in our Annual Meeting Journal.  This pre-youth group is one more way in which we are able to 
capture and integrate the younger kids into the youth group—effectively creating a feeder program 
from a younger age.   
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Since our last meeting I have begun carving out a niche within the life of the diocese.  At the invitation 
of Bishop Provenzano, I was invited to join the Ecumenical Commission of the Diocese of Long 
Island.  In my first meeting as a member of the commission, we met with the ELCA Lutheran Bishop 
and his commission to hear their struggles, but more importantly how best these two mainline 
Protestant denominations can work together as we maintain our ministries within Long Island.  Like all 
Churches, our friends in the Lutheran church are also living with the numbers game.   
 
 
The numbers game, it continues in another fashion as well.   
As Nancy so eloquently elaborated, even as so much good is taking place, there remains the 
perpetual challenge of what it truly costs to maintain full-time ministry.  Even with the generous and 
overwhelming increase in annual pledges—for which you have my unending gratitude-- and even with 
the austerity budget with which all fat has been trimmed away; money still remains an issue.  Quite 
frankly it remains an issue for both sides of the parking lot.  It’s expensive to maintain 6 ½ acres of 
prime real estate in Massapequa.  It’s expensive to do ministry here.  I’ll be the first to recognize that 
supporting a full-time clergyman and his household is no small financial matter: I cost about $150,000 
dollars when salary, health care, pension and housing are added up.  I am keenly aware that I make 
up the biggest ticket item in our budget; yet a congregation this size needs a full-time clergyperson 
and, truth be told, should our population continue to grow, in time we will need another full-time 
priest… a reality that looms on the horizon.   
 
Likewise, our biggest visible ministry outside the walls of this holy space—the Day School—is also in 
a period of financial challenges and is struggling with the numbers game.  Recruitment and retention 
are forever a struggle.  It is even more profound given that our school is tuition-driven.  I am also very 
aware that this ministry of ours at this time, is largely a ministry to non-parishioners.  Living in a good 
public school system as most of you all do, the thought of paying $9500 per year, even with the 25% 
discount which I put in place for parishioners still makes it a ‘hard sell’ for the vast majority of this 
congregation.  But how could this change?   
 
Challenging times lie ahead for both sides of our parking lot, and I ask for your prayers and your 
willingness to help solve the problems.  In the fall, the Board of Trustees of the Day School entered a 
transition in leadership.  As of January 1 and at my request, John Caracappa is BOT Chair and 
President.  This is my way of beginning the process of shrinking the “parking lot”.  Effectively what will 
be our road map for the present moment and immediate future, we will have a Warden for School and 
a Warden for Church.  I am extremely grateful for Ron Staib and John’s willingness to try something 
new, and for their willingness to add another meeting to their monthly calendars as well as all the calls 
and emails which they certainly have and will receive.   
 
 
*** 
At the most recent meeting of the vestry, last Tuesday evening, I told your representatives that 
business as usual cannot continue.  We as Grace Church have to begin a period of intense study and 
discernment as to how we continue to maintain our foothold and our ministries at the corner of Cedar 
Shore Drive and Merrick Road.  I have asked for their blessing in establishing a Strategic Planning 
Committee to look at member development, our current governance structure, our current financial 
rubrics as well as the best practices by which we can break cycles of co-dependency and move 
forward into a hopeful and healthy future as Grace Episcopal Church AND Day School.  None of this 
will be easy, but now is the time to make the changes, for there is no better time than the present to 
take ownership; just as there is no better time than the present to live into a re-birth for this grand lady 
of Massapequa and the diocese.   
 
Undoubtedly the challenges that we have before us aren’t all that different from what every generation 
as had to struggle with, even back in 1844—hey at least we’re still open from Christmas to Easter!  (I 
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suppose that could be one way to save money.)  This “numbers game” is not new.  In the past year 
I’ve heard harrowing stories from 50 years back about how former treasurers held oil companies “at 
bay” while token payments were made to make it through another month.  I’ve heard stories of a 
rector’s father-in-law making pay roll for his son-in-law the rector.  Money and people are always 
needed.  And it’s not just within our modern context that the Church has had challenges. Looking back 
throughout the entirety of Christianity there are always challenges of every generation—at least we’re 
not faced with martyrdom or persecution—even from the earliest days of the church people and 
money were needed.  It’s a fact of the institution.   
 
 
But let me tell you this: even on the hardest of days I remain hopeful—if at times somewhat sleepless-
- even with the odd-cropping up of a growing thatch of wisdom in my brown hair—I have joy in my 
work with you all.  Even as I see my hairline receding like the polar icecaps, the sacrifice is necessary 
to get to the other side of this place of utmost and astounding potential.   
 
I thank you for your blessings and prayers as you entrust the running of this organization into my 
youthful care.  I thank you for raising up good and faithful leaders to represent you on the vestry.  I 
thank you for your willingness to lift a hand and offer help along the way.   
 
No matter what I am able to do, none of this would be possible if it weren’t for the thousands of hours 
of volunteering done for everything from the School Board to our brunch immediately following this 
meeting.  You have entrusted a vision into my care; yet I depend on your willingness to follow it 
through.  To my vestry I am most grateful for your wisdom and willingness to be worker bees.  To my 
wardens, I am grateful for your counsel and advice.  To my treasurer, I am grateful for your diligence 
and fiscal prudence.  To our clergy, thank you for your speedy writing!  And to all the people who 
make this document more than just a journal but the work of this church put into real ink, in black and 
white detail—thank you for your ministries.   
 
My old boss, every time the stewardship season rolled around, would re-hash the same joke.  He 
would say: Church, I’ve got some good news and some bad news.  The Good news is that we have 
the money to make our budget.  The Bad news is that it’s still in your pocket!  The good news for us is 
that whatever challenges that come ahead of us in the year to come, the good news is that each 
dollar and every answer to our questions are in this room, within this faith community.  The bad news, 
no not the bad news, the other good news is that God will be calling you to put those talents and 
treasure toward his will and purposes.   
 
I could not finish my address without thanking a critical partner in my ministry—my dear bride, Emily.  
Back on a frigid day, on January 20, 2007, she let me be ordained to the priesthood on her birthday, 
knowing that it was the only date which the Bishop of Indianapolis could make the visitation.  The 
love, charity and grace with which she let me hone in on her special day has been a touching symbol 
for what she has allowed me to do as your rector.  I am unimaginably grateful for her willingness to be 
my counsel, a steady support, patient ear—as well as a welcome voice of challenge in my own pursuit 
of a higher vision for this parish.  And I am thankful for my children, who, despite rustling through all 
my books and papers and who can never leave anything of mine alone—I am thankful for giving me 
the opportunity to be their dad and playmate.   
 
I thank this parish for your generosity of spirit and the love with which you have made my family and 
me a part of yours.   
 
The challenges do lie ahead, but so do innumerable joys.  And with God’s help and yours, the Grace 
will carry the day.  And let us never forget that all that we do is to God’s glory.   
 
AMEN 
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GRACE DAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 
 
 
Dear Members of Grace: 
 
As we move towards the middle of the winter season and start the somewhat remote 
contemplation of spring, I call your attention to many recently concluded and pending 
Grace Day School events and activities. 
 
� Spirit Week & Olympics programs 
� School and Summer Camp(s) Open House programs 
� Annual Curriculum Showcase 
� Father-Daughter Dance 
� Kindergarten (Candidates) Screening 
� “Going Green” Assembly 
� Visitation by the new Diocesan Youth Minister, Myra Shuler 
� Upper School Dance 
� 100th (School Day) Celebration 
� Planning for the March 2011 NYSAIS (New York State Association of 

Independent Schools) Re-Accreditation Visit 
 
You can see from this potpourri of ongoing events, we’re busy year-round at both the 
Early Childhood Centers and Day School. Our goal continues to bring out the multiple-
intelligences of each of our students and to see them thrive – individually and 
collectively – at school, home, and in the community. 
 
We are now in the prime recruiting season as we look to enhance our enrollment for 
2011-12 in virtually all of the respective grade levels (K-8). So if you know someone that 
might be interested in having their daughter/son register at GDS, please have them get 
in touch with Mrs. Kathy Licari, our Admissions Director.  
 
I conclude my column this month with a special and inspiring quote as follows: 
 
“One kind word can warm three winter months”…Japanese Proverb 
 
With warm  regards, 
 
Larry Anderson  
Head of School 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

We had a wonderful holiday season with 
the children this year.  Between the crafts 
for Adopt-a-Family, the gingerbread men, 
and the story of the birth of Christ, we 
thought the month could not be beat!  We 
were wrong.  The children were wonderful 
in our pageant early in January.  They 
were so excited, but it was hard to tell if 
their parents were more so.  Again, a great 
big thanks to all of the parents for their 
help.  The pageant was truly a family affair 
this year. 
 
We have seen so much more family 
involvement this year.  It is wonderful, for 
us the teachers, and so much more so for 
the children.  It is a reaffirmation of what 
we and their children are doing when they 
become involved. 
 
We will be starting something new in 
February.   Our children will be presenting 
the gifts at the 10am service.  We will 
make a roster of who is doing the gifts on 
which Sunday.  This will be a wonderful 
experience for the children.  My daughter 
has done it so many times, and each time 
she does it, she loves it.  I will also say, as 
a parent, that it is wonderful to see your 
child walk up to that altar and present the 
gifts. 
 
Our church has become such a wonderful 
home for our children.  There is no end to 
where they can be involved.  I hope that 

you are as excited as I am to see this 
happening. 
 
As always, thank you for sharing your 
children with us. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING NEWS 
 

•  Meeting called to order at 11:15am 
•  Opening prayer by Father Walters 
•  John Caracappa presents candidates:  
Warden – Ron Staib 
•  Vestry 2014 – Barbara Picken, William 
Brennan and Carol Ann Brancato 
•  All of the candidates were approved and 
the ballots closed 
•  Minutes read and approved 
•  Grace Day School Report by Laurance 
Anderson 
•  Treasurer’s Report given by Nancy 
Mazzeo and approved 
•  Wardens Reports by John Caracappa 
and Ron Staib given 
•  Rector’s Address given by Father 
Walters 
•  Father Walters asked for the approval of 
all the Organization of Grace Reports as 
written – Church Cemetery and Thrift 
•  Father Walters asked for the approval of 
all the Ministries of Grace Reports as 
written – Altar Guild, ECW, Ushers, 
Greeters, Sunday School, Youth Group, 
Music, Newsletter and Coffee Hour 
•  Father Walters asked for the approval of 
all the Committees of Grace Reports – 
Stewardship, Outreach, Harvest Fair, 
Property, Counters, Finance and 
Communications 
•  Gene Bryson commented on the lack of 
attendance  
•  Bill Brennan thanked the Rector for his 
service 
•  The singing of the Doxology at 
12:30pm closed the meeting 
•  Everyone was then invited to a luncheon 
in the Parish Hall 



 7

Outreach news 

 
FEBRUARY OUTREACH – There 
will be two projects – “Teddy Bear 
Sunday” on February 13th and the 

“Love of Books”.  Please make 
donations of New Stuffed Animals 
and new Children’s Books for all 
ages. 
 
 

Please make an effort to bring 
an item for the wicker food 
basket in the Narthex each 
Sunday for St. Rose Pantry.  

They are in need of paper towels, toilet 
paper, laundry detergents, soaps, as well 
as food. 
 
 

THRIFT SHOP 
 

The Thrift Shop will be open 
for business in February at 
its usual times on Tuesday 
and Saturday from 11am to 
3pm.   

 
Please keep your donations coming during 
the year at our regular business hours of 
11am to 3pm.  We accept your donations 
of pots, pans, bric-a-brac and small 
furniture.  We do ask that all clothing be 
clean and in saleable condition. 

 
The Thrift Shop Staff 

 
 

“QUILTERS OF GRACE” 
 

The “Quilters of Grace” will 
be meeting on the first and 
third Thursday of the 
month, twice each 

Thursday at 1-3pm and 7-9pm.  We need 
help – anyone interested?  You don’t have 
to be a sewing expert.  It’s more than 
sewing, and you can learn as you go. 
 
If you have any questions or are interested, 
please contact Marie Jackson at 516-799-
7984. 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
  

Ian Atchison, Denise Gifford, 
Mary Evans, Gregory 
(Caracappa) Martorelli, Lisa 

Bellairs, Edward T. Hanley, Lorraine 
Kramps, Dominick Valenti, Noël Bellairs, 
Kimberly Enderley, Grace Karas, Richard 
Csajko, Jacqueline Roll, Pat Leonard, 
Edward T. Hanley, Jr., Lauren Niclas, 
Lauren Beek, Jason Cinelli, Gabby 
Duggan, Alec Ader, Jean Creamer, 
Barbara Staib, Charles Roberts, Kathy 
Licari, Alexandra Davis, Amanda Davis, 
Matthew McNally, Lauren Thomson, 
Joseph Roth, Roger Stebbins, Nicholas 
Smith, Joseph LaBella and Peter Dugan 
 
 

      FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Dennis and Dianna Locher, 
Kevin and Sherrie Gail, 
Andrew and Mary Banahan 
and Richard and Barbara 
Picard               
 

 
Isabella Grace Matos 
Grace Margaret Murphy 
Rylee Lynn Singaram 

 
The reason for time is so everything 
doesn’t happen at once. 

 
Albert Einstein 

 



 8

ECW NEWS 
 

The next ECW 
meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, 
February 9th, at 
7:30pm in the Parish 

Hall.  We will have a quick business 
meeting to discuss donations and review 
changes in our by-laws.  The ECW will be 
hosting a "baby shower" also this 
evening, please bring a layette item for a 
donation.  Since the Epiphany Dinner had 
to be cancelled due to the weather, we will 
also play our famous "So Sorry" game.  
Please bring your interesting gifts wrapped 
and let the fun begin.   
  
Recipe forms for our parish cookbook are 
now available.  Please submit your best 
recipes, as many as you want, as soon as 
possible.  Our goal is at least 250 recipes, 
so we can put together the best cookbook 
possible.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Ellen Ryan. 
  
Looking ahead to next month, the World 
Day of Prayer is Friday, March 4th, and 
Shrove Tuesday is March 8th.   
 
 

TALENT DOLLAR 2010 
 

As of this newsletter, Talent 
Dollar 2010 is at $188.00; 

and there are still some people 
who want to contribute.  I need 

to collect all donations by 
January 31st so that I have it for the ECW 
meeting on Wednesday, February 9th, at 
7:30 in the parish hall. When I have a final 
total, all members can vote where to send 
this outreach money. Please mail all 
donations to my home at 4059 Remsen 
Street, Seaford, NY  11783.  
 Thank you, Kathy Roll  221-2669 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 
The World Day of Prayer will 
be on Friday, March 4, 2011,  
at Grace Episcopal Church.   
 

The World Day of Prayer's theme this year 
is "How Many Loaves Have You?".  The 
country being represented is Chile. We will 
hear their concerns and needs and can 
feel ourselves in solidarity with them 
through the participation in this worship 
service here in Massapequa. All are 
welcome (men too).  We hope everyone 
will participate in welcoming our community 
to worship with us on Friday, March 4, 
2011 (time to be announced). We will need 
a few ladies to participate in the program. 
We also need volunteers to make cakes 
and cookies for our guests.  
 
To prepare for this special service, there 
will be a rehearsal for the ladies from other 
churches as well as our own on one Friday 
in February. Watch your Sunday bulletins. 
Please contact Ellen Ritter 735-0092. 
 
 

The deadline for 
the March newsletter is February 15th.  I 
will accept articles up to February 19th. 
Anything received after February 19th will 
not be printed in the March newsletter. 
 
 

Divine Fruits 
 

The fruit of Silence is Prayer, 
The fruit of Prayer is Faith, 
The fruit of Faith is Love, 
The fruit of Love is Service, 
The fruit of Service is Peace. 
 

-- Mother Teresa 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

God calls us, Grace Episcopal Church, Massapequa, to be a welcoming home for Christian 
families, individuals, and youth who seek spiritual enrichment and comfort.  Within our 
beloved Episcopal and Anglican traditions, we pursue our mission through worship to the 
glory of God, prayer and education within the Christian environment.  We seek to serve the 
Lord, and our wider community, through our loving witness of hospitality, healing, 
stewardship and services. 
 
Grace Day School is an independent Episcopal day school whose mission is to encourage 
and support in young leaders the development of roots to stand and wings to soar through a 
learning environment that is strongly embracing of Judeo/Christian scriptural values. 
 

Staff  
The Rev. Joshua D. Walters, Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Belasco, Deacon 
  Richard Whitten, Minister of Music 

  Laurance E. Anderson, Head of School 
Barbara Russo, Parish Administrator   

Denise Gifford, Office Manager  
 . Diane Winkler, Office Assistant * Kevin Sweeney, Facilities Manager 

   
 

Office Telephone: 516-798-1122 
Office FAX: 516-799-0711 
 

Web Sites: www.gracedayschool.org 
                  www.GraceChurchMassapequa.org

 
VESTRY 

Wardens- John Caracappa and Ron Staib 
Clerk- Camille Olson and Treasurer- Nancy Mazzeo 

 
                2012          2013          2014 

 
Kenneth Cynar 
Richard Csajko 

      Richard Olson 
   

 
Hal Crawford 

        Ellen Ritter 
        Charisse Isip 
 

 
Barbara Picken 
William Brennan 
Carol Ann Brancato 

 
COMMUNITY: Episcopal Church Women-Kimberly Enderley and Ellen Ritter * Thrift Shop-Ruth 
Robson and Ruth Moriarty * Youth Program-Laurie McNally * Greeters-Lovey Bryson * Newsletter-
Barbara Coleman * Cemetery- Richard Csajko* Finance –Renee Erny * Acolytes-Renee Erny * Altar 
Guild – Lori Caracappa and Barbara Picken* Sunday School- Lisa Dugan* Ushers-Richard Csajko * 
Outreach-Charisse Isip 

 
GRACE DAY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

  John Caracappa, Chair 
Laurance E. Anderson, Head of School, Jeffrey Catterson, Joseph Crema, Elena Dulik, David 
Hartung, Barbara Staib, Erin Sweeney, Pat Weber, Dr. Nicole Passeggio, Chaplain, The Rev. 
Elizabeth Belasco, Deacon, The Rev. Joshua D. Walters, Rector  


